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Reading Assignment 3 Conflict
1. Common Factors of the Conflict in Different Countries
Conflict is a disagreement between people resulting from a difference in thinking, attitudes, understanding, interests, demands, and even expectations sometimes. It contributes to heated disputes, violence, and the lack of peace and harmony. It can occur not only between persons but also between nations, parties, and states. In several countries, there appear to have similarities in the cause, the people involved, and the outcome result of the wars.
For instance, there is a similarity in a political cause of war in Syria, South Sudan, DR Congo, and Myanmar. Politically, conflict is motivated to maintaining political power that allows access to state wealth and profits for personal gain. It can also happen in countries where there is diversity in ethnic groups. For example, in Syria, the war is between the supporters and non-supporters of Mr Assad. In Myanmar, the political conflict is between the government and ethnic minority forces. In other words, politics is and can be the root of violence in many countries as in the above countries, and its outcome significantly affects the less economically unstable citizens.
The other similarity is in the distribution of resources. In the countries mentioned in paragraph one above; there is the availability of natural resources such as oil and minerals in them. Due to differences in the ideology of mining and managing the wealth from natural resources, a political conflict arises, which leads to the division of people through supporting different political leaders and hence war. For example, DR Congo is rich in diamonds, gold, copper, cobalt, and zinc, among other resources. The wealth that comes from this resource is hardly used in developing the country. Mostly they are poorly managed, and those who benefit more are the few people in power. Finally, conflict occurs mainly in developing countries due to common factors such as diversity in the ethnic group, availability of different religions, among others, which leaves many citizens homeless and others becoming refugees.

2. Who Plays A Bigger Role In Settling Conflicts.
Settling conflicts is a task that requires a unanimous decision from the parties involved. According to mercy corps, the U.N. helped those affected by the conflicts. They have been helping in fundraising to cater to the needs of the people who have been affected. The Syrian government too played a role in restoring peace. The people have also not been left behind; they try to flee to other neighbouring countries in search of a place to stay and hide their loved ones to prevent them from being killed.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In Myanmar’s Rakhine state, there is tension between the Muslims and the Buddhist communities, which has resulted in a lack of peace. This has led to thousands of civilians deaths and driving tens of thousands out of their homes in search of safety. The U.N. nation has tried to hold peace conferences between the two without any success. The U.S.- Myanmar relationship warns that the disagreement over human rights issues will remain a divisive factor. However, it played a more significant role in bringing the different communities together.

In South Sudan, the U.N. played a significant role in trying to solve the conflict that erupted in Juba marked by ethnically targeted killings and violations. According to statistics, 72% of women living in the U.N. protection civilian (POC) site have been raped since 2013. 

In Congo, the U.N. peacekeeping mission has been there since 1999. It is one of the most significant peacekeeping operations in the world with almost 20,000 personnel on the ground. It has played a key role in organizing democratic elections in DR Congo and has launched military operations against various rebel groups. The Congolese government is also trying to resolve peace in the country.

3. Lasting Impacts On The Communities From The Conflicts
A new world bank report estimated that as early as 2017, the conflict in Syria had damaged about a third of the housing stock, half of the medical and education facilities. This led to significant economic losses. The report states further that the longer the conflict continues, the more persistent the impact would be making a recovery and the reconstitution even harder.  Six years of conflict has caused more than 400,000 estimated deaths and more than half the population driven away from their homes. Also, an average of 538,000 jobs was destroyed annually during the first four years of conflict, and now about 78% of young people are facing unemployment having few options to survive. 

According to the director of the world bank, the fact that 9 million Syrians are not working will have consequences long after the fighting has stopped, The departure of nearly 5 million refugees, combined with inadequate schooling and malnutrition leading to stunting, will cause long-term deterioration of the county’s most valuable asset, its human capital. In the future, when Syria needs it most, there will be a collective shortage of vital skills.
In Myanmar, the conflict has caused many deaths, and many others left homeless. Humanitarian organizations have been sending workers and medical support to the refugee camps.

The South Sudan government and the opposition have imposed restrictions on civilian's access to food. The pattern of systematic and deliberate restrictions on access to food has contributed to severe food insecurity, which has become a regular feature of South Sudan. South Sudanese civilians are now facing severe food insecurity, starvation, and famine. 1.25 million South Sudanese were facing starvation as of November 2017 with the U.N. warning of the possibility of yet another famine in 2018. Famine was initially declared in February 2017 in areas of Unity State. Today, 6 million people – around half of the population of South Sudan - are considered to be severely food insecure. Conflicts and violations of human rights, sexual violence and rape have been part of the congo's lifestyle. In 2009, more than 15,000 rape cases were reported, and an average of 40 women raped daily. The spread of HIV is high, and many are left stigmatized and traumatized. It is time we end the fights and live peacefully among each other for that is what we need and the world at large.


